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4 The President’s Message
Welcome gifted and talented advocates! Hga has had higher education and 
technology on its mind for some time. We’ve been busy preparing for the debut of 
Hga’s online art gallery while remaining attentive to our members’ needs and 
requests. As you may recall, sometime in April, Hga placed a call for artists to 
submit images for an online gallery. Our theme, “Bringing Rail to Higher 
Education,” inspired by the Honolulu Rail Transit Project, became a collaboration 
with many gifted, creative students, artists, and professionals. In partnership with 
the School of Architecture at the University of Hawaii, a student developed the 
platform for the online art gallery on our website that will be an annual event. We 

hope you will enjoy it as it travels non stop, frame by frame for your viewing!

This online gallery would not have been possible without the time, dedication and support from fellow 
board members: David Rockwood, for connecting Hga with his University student, Phap Vu, who created 
the online gallery; Priscilla Hall, who assisted in connecting Hga with opportunities with other art 
resources and groups; and Lynette Chun for her mastery in getting the information and sneak peek on the 
web site. Hga thanks other community groups that were just as receptive and willing to support our 
online gallery. Their input and generous participation helped make this possible. 

On a broader scale, there have been several calls from the NAGC for recognitions, awards and funding. 
Here is a reminder on some solicited funding opportunities and current advocacy in 2014:

•The Torrance Competition deadline for 
submitting art and literary works was August 1st. 
Awardees will be announced in Fall 2014.

• Javits funding awardees is to be announced in  
the Fall. 

•See where your State stands in Gifted and 
Talented funding: http://www.nagc.org/resources-

publications/gifted-state/hawaii

•See updates on HR4719 (The America Gives 
More Act) relating to charitable contributions in 
which it would improve or make permanent a 

number of tax rules governing donations and contributions. This would include individual charitable 
contributions after December 31 to be deductible up to April 15.

•Lastly, the 61st annual convention in Baltimore, November 13-16, offers an opportune time to renew 
or make new connections with fellow affiliates, educators and vendors. Register online at 
www.nagc.org. Hga will be exhibiting several original artwork of our featured artists alongside a 
preview of the online gallery at the Baltimore Marriott Hotel. In addition, we will also have a presence 
at the Streetcar Museum and B & O Museum. Special discounted rates will be available for those 
interested in visiting the B & O Museum.  

                                                                                                                                                                Christine Ohtani-Chang
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THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER
Aloha!

We welcome our new board member, Sundance 
(Sunny) Friedrich.  Sunny comes to Hga bringing 
her experience in research, assessments, testing 
and referrals. She is currently working on her 
Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology at Sophia University 
in Palo Alto, CA. Her dissertation topic is “A 
Quantitive Study of Spiritual and Existential 
Wellbeing, Affect, and Self Esteem Among Gifted 
Adolescents.” Sunny brings with her extensive 
experience working in the Northern California 
area providing counseling, intervention and more, 
to a range of clients from the homeless to 
individuals and families. Hga welcomes her 
expertise and background in the field of 
Psychology.

She says, “My research was inspired in my work 
with gifted teens at my internship site (a public 
school). Parents of gifted children would ask me if 
it would be better for their child’s wellbeing and 
self-esteem to attend a school for the gifted. In my 
search for research that showed gifted schools as 
more beneficial for wellbeing and self-esteem, I 
discovered there were no studies conducted. I had 
no answers for those concerned parents. It is my 
hope that the findings from my study will provide 
school counselors with grounded answers when 
they are asked the same question that I was asked. 
I am now calling for gifted adolescent participants 
for my research. It is my hope that you will be 
willing to share my flyer (attached) with either the 
parents of gifted adolescents or the gifted 
adolescents themselves. All help is greatly 
appreciated.”

Christine Ohtani-Chang, President
Hawaii Gifted Association
President / Board Member
P.O. Box 22475
Honolulu, Hawaii 96823-2475
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1 Report from the March Conference      

I would also like to report back from Washington, D.C. regarding the 22nd 
Annual State Affiliate Conference. Hga  annually attends NAGC (Advocacy) 
Conference for Affiliates in March. It proved to be even more of a success in 
conjunction with the 2014 Wallace Research & Policy Symposium, all held in 
Arlington, Virginia. The keynote lecturer, Professor Richard Florida, University 
of Toronto and NYU; Senior Editor of The Atlantic, was on hand delivering  a 
motivational speech in making a difference in the gifted and talented 
communities! Several presentations that I felt were very topic related and 
applicable to Hga were: “Building Relations with Higher Education in Your 
State,” “Training State Advocates,” “Looking at 2013 State Affiliate Census” and 
“Using Policy Data from the Excellence Gap Report.” 

Thank you, Sue Noon, retired Gifted and Talented Educator for providing 
perspective in our field; and Charlie Hui who included some financial tips for 
college.

A heartfelt tribute to James Gallagher from his daughter made the Conference 
all the more personable to many attending. Visits to “the Hill" continued on the 
last day of the Conference with congressional packets being dropped off at the 
Senate and House Offices. These included letters to Hawaii Senate and House 
leaders in support of gifted education as well local and national information 
regarding current gifted topics. NAGC once again presented a cohesive update 
of federal legislative policies and advocacy for the 2014 calendar.

See historic locomotive engines and cargo rails on original tracks at the Ewa 
railway museum. The rail runs from the ewa depot to Ko’olina and back.



Web site Update
We are happy to award a $100 
scholarship to Phap Vu, 
student from the UH School 
of Architecture. He developed 
two video galleries: a ten-
minute assorted video of art 
images, and an eight-minute 
Rail themed virtual art gallery. 
Both will be viewed in 
B a l t i m o r e d u r i n g t h e 
convention and w il l b e 
available for viewing on our 
website by late October. 

Thank you to Lynette Chun, 
Hga’s webmaster who put together our sneak peek preview of “Bringing Rail 
to Higher Education.” See it at www.higifted.info/gallery 

We also thank Hga board member, Sean Donahue, for hosting the “Bringing 
Rail to Higher Education” soft opening reception at JW Marriott Ihilani Ko 
Olina. The wine tasting reception was held poolside on August 16 to 
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The Rail Report

You are invited to look at our Rail Report” 
at the NAGC Convention Affiliate table. 
We follow the story of Hawaii’s rail tracks 
from Wahiawa’s historic station to the 
anticipated success of completing “The 
Rail!” The report includes information on 
current Honolulu rail issues, followed in 
print, both local and national. We went 
“high tech” by streaming our virtual art 
gallery online to demonstrate the creative 
“genius” of so many gifted, creative, 
talented students and professionals. 
We’re sure that you will be pleased with 
our “Bringing Rail to Higher Education” 
first ever online gallery.

Hga  Vintage Rail Postcards
      6 for $5.00 + $1 shipping charge

Send: Hawaii Gifted Association
P. O. Box 22475 

Honolulu, HI  96822
Check/ MC/VISA: 

Please include Credit Card # 
Expiration Date and name on card. 

Proceeds go to Hga
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announce the artists’ works and to make supporters 
aware of the virtual gallery as this was not a physical 
gallery. Sean oversees and manages several Marriott 
properties and is responsible for the oversight of 
operational duties of personnel and function of the hotel.

Our Hga Gallery Artists
Our featured artists are Barbara Sumida and Frank Oliva. 
Barbara exhibited her famous locomotive painting, “Blue 
Engine,” that will be included in all printed information 
with theme-related publicity for the Baltimore 
convention. Kailua artist, Frank Oliva, created “Light in 
the Tunnel,” a recent painting inspired by the rail transit 
system now under construction in Honolulu. 

The sneak peek is online at our website with the 
complete gallery to debut in November in Baltimore, 
MD, at the national convention.

Barbara M. Sumida,  Hawaii Landscape Artist

“It all started when I picked up a crayon at the age of 4 
and proceeded to cover the blank wall in my room with 
drawings. I’ve taken various paths since then and recently 
reconnected with my love for painting landscapes. 
Hawaii’s natural beauty and balmy climate makes it a 
great place to paint outdoors or “en plein air.” I enjoy how 
painting quickly in order to capture the light, shadows 
and time-of-day of a scene encourages me to keep the 
work loose and lively.
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See Hga gallery online and 
on track soon

Baltimore, MD / NAGC Convention, November 2014 
         www.higifted.info 

higifted@aol.com

Bringing Rail to Higher Education

...our engines keep technology, creativity, research and nature working for gifted education
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Other items of Interest....

Parent Week
NAGC Parent Week for the gifted and talented came too quick! Hga is a 
resource for parents offering recommendations, workshops, and 
referrals. We remained open to address any questions or refer out to 
experts in the gifted and talented offering assessments, testing and 
consultation for parents and guardians. We encourage parents to go 
online to http://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources-
parents You may also become a member and receive the newsletter as 
well as access to different webinars and workshops.

Charlie‘s Corner: Have any finance questions? 
Ask our CPA, Charlie Hui, CPA,CGMA,MBA,MSIS. Email us and we 
will be glad to respond back. Charlie very recently sent out helpful 
information to parents and guardians  on college planning and budgeting 
for higher education. See his recommended article, Tax Planning for 
College, (12/28/12). 

Need an Accounting Resource for Non profits? 
Advocacy Lawyers and Accountants Network (ALAN)  helps nonprofit 
advocacy organizations understand and comply with governing laws as 
lobby ing , ele c t ion-rel ate d and other ty p es of advo c ac y. 
www.aliianceforjustice.org

www.forbes.com/  America Gives More Act of 2014

About Hga………

The Hawaii Gifted Association is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 

organization whose mission is to enrich the lives of the gifted 

and talented, educators, parents and communities. Hga was 

first established in 1976 and found its roots with the Mensa 

organization. Some years thereafter, Hga has evolved into a 
resource for the gifted and talented, offering feedback, 

advocacy, workshops, annual gallery show, consultation and 

assessments. We currently have 13 members on Hga's Board of 

Directors for 2014. Our services are free as we primarily rely on 

donations to the organization. We produce a biannual 
newsletter with additional information available found on our 

web site at www.higifted.info.
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The Hawaiian Railway Society Museum in Ewa town 
is one of the memorable spots where I was lucky to set 
up my easel. Trains have been preserved and restored 
to their grand beauty and others can be seen in the 
process of rebuilding. At the museum we can learn 
about their part in the success of the sugar and 
pineapple industries as well as their role in connecting 
people and places. Oahu Railway #12 can be found 
there. It was steam-powered and used mainly as a 
switching locomotive in the early 1900’s at the 
Honolulu rail yard, once the hub for Hawaii 
commerce.”   

Frank Oliva, Artist

Kailua artist Frank Oliva reinterprets aboriginal style 
painting in his images on canvas, furniture and wood. 
Paintings incorporate his instinctive gift for color with 
lines and “tracks” of dots which he uses to create 
images to delight the eye in a beautiful harmony of 
color and design. “Light in the Tunnel,” a recent 
painting inspired by the rail transit system now under 
construction in Honolulu, is a brilliant image of lines 
and colors. The picture directs the eye with color 
diagonals from the front of the picture back into the 
round dark tunnel. The colors are startling. The tracks 
are static. But the combination is harmonious and 
vibrant.

Attend NAGC's 61st Annual Convention and Exhibition that will take place in Baltimore, Maryland, November 13-16, 2014. This 
convention will be incredible! It will feature 6 keynotes, 18 Signature Series, over 300 presentations within the 15 Networks, and over 
100 exhibitors! 

(c) 2014  LIGHT IN THE TUNNEL, FRANK OLIVA
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Dear Gifted and Talented Advocate:
     
We hope you will continue to support our efforts in 2014 by a donation to Hawaii Gifted Association. Your help furthers our 
professional development efforts in building our resources for the gifted and talented through our advocacy efforts, exhibits, 
workshops and activities. As you know, our services are free and so is your membership! Your year-end donation assists the 
Hawaii Gifted Association in serving your community and state by connecting the gifted and talented individuals with the 
resources that they need.
         
                                         Mahalo,
    
                                         Christine Ohtani-Chang, President

Hawaii Gifted Association  P.O. Box 22475  Honolulu, HI 96823-2475
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“our engines keep technology, creativity, research and nature working for gifted education”


