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Sometime ago I wrote about
The Albizia Project, please
check out their website
www.thealbiziaproject to see
how they have collaborated
with Malama Tree Care. See
how Joey has been taking a
proactive approach to sustainability.

Messa
ge
from
Hga

Our Hga Scholarship 2021
continues as we pick up
where we left off precovid in
2020. We hope to assist the
2021 graduates with an incentive to higher education.
That being said, don’t forget
about our GOFUNDME call
to support the students.

Join us as we grow, gather
and play with Hga looking
forward to taking a chance
in 2021 and playing the
odds, good or bad WE
WIN again! Don’t forget
to Gather & Grow with us
In 2021. http://
higifted.info

Thank you!
Christine
Ohtani-Chang
Hga President

Summer Workshops 2021
2

SUMMER 2021
Ongoing

Greetings GT Supporters!
A Glimmer of Hope in 2021!
An unpredictable year once
more but looking on the
bright side we have much to
be thankful for , keeping our
health and o be able to be
contributing citizens in such
chaotic times!
Welcome to 3 new Board
Members, Dyson Chee,
Kathryn Hurd and Nic Voge
bring to Hga a fresh perspective to legislative advocacy
and process for the gifted,
sustainability and international relations within our
communities. Please welcome them!
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Resources

June 24th, “Growth Mindset” Thursday 4to 5 pm HST
Registration $25
June 26th, ’Inspiring Creative Young Writers” Saturday , 9 –12
noon HST
Registration $100

Student life in Covid
Education Advocacy

4

Outdoor Classrooms
Donations

3

Shannon Anderson, is an award-winning teacher and author who has been
featured on the Today Show, Good Morning America, and in USA today. She
is a frequent keynoter and loves to do author visits to inspire young readers
and writers. Shannon has written over a dozen books and has spoken at over
100 events. Many seek her out as a coach for teaching and as a mentor for
getting books published. She lives in Indiana with her husband, Matt, and
their two daughters, Emily and Madison
Email; higifted@aol.com for details and registration. Percentage of fee will be
donated to Hga Scholarship Fund 2021

Join Us!
Virtual Gifted Minds
Review and Comments via Hga Blog

Hga Highlights!!!!!

Page 2

Featured Article Highlights for Spring 2021

OUTSCHOOL
Research shows that not
all students have access
to the same opportunities. Outschool provides
schools with an affordable way to address the
inequitable distribution
of teachers and classes
by making 100,000+ live
online classes available
to every student in every
school. Learn More.

HGA Funding!!
Your GoFundMe link
is https://
www.gofundme.com/f/
look-up-to-highereducation

A true economic
recovery starts
with improved
financial education. Here’s why.
--Inc.

*SUMMER 2021
https://www.tours-eti.com/
Educational Tours, Inc. is a
student group tour operator
dedicated to delivering powerful educational experiences
with worry-free travel in the
U.S. and internationally.
With over 140 years of collective travel planning experience, we take the guesswork out of trip planning
and put all the services you
need in one place. We work
with your needs in mind. We
look forward to working
with you!

Resources, Grants,Scholarships

**Hga Scholarship 2021 submission deadline 10/1/2021
A true economic recovery starts with improved financial education. Here’s why. -Snapchat offers digital literacy program
Snapchat is marked Data Privacy Day by launching a digital literacy program that will provide
monthly tips to help users protect themselves online. Snapchat also is unveiling a filter that
features a swipe-up link to access additional privacy resources, produced in connection with
the Future of Privacy Forum.
A Focus on Relationships When Students Aren’t Together
Building a strong classroom community is possible even during students’ asynchronous work
time. By Liz Kolb

Aloha Pacific FCU annual Scholarship is once offering 2K for 15 members! See alohapacific.com or kekahacu.com to download an app. A letter of intent and resume must be sub-

If You want to fly you have to give up the things that weigh you down
Toni Morrison
Editor,Educator,Writer

The Swipe Out Hunger team in 2020.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Here’s how the past year has been going for America Lopez: In early March of
2020,
the 33-year-old, full-time sociology student was living with her uncle and attending Lehman College in the Bronx. Then
COVID-19 hit, shutting down Lehman and the other 24 campuses in the City University of New York* (CUNY) system.
Lopez’s uncle decided to return to Mexico, so America joined her four siblings in their mother’s public housing apartment,
attending Zoom classes on a laptop borrowed from the college. Shortly after she moved in, one of her brothers needed
emergency gall-bladder surgery. Then her mother, a fruit street vendor, fell ill, possibly with COVID-19. And in September, Lopez’s 2020-21 financial aid package hit a snag, further straining the family’s finances.

Gather and Play
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GREEN Resource

Greener Reader
Greener Reader book
club members receive
10% off the 2021 Reading List!
The Greener Reader is a
consciousness-raising
book club focused on
reading and discussing
texts (and sometimes
films) that address humanism, "WIFI",
sustainability, inequality,
civil disobedience, the
past and future of human
integration with the natural world and with technology, existing and po-

tential social, cultural, and
economic norms and systems, and the “unspoken
complexities of the human heart”. We meet
(almost always) on the last
Tuesday of

every
month to read together in silent solidarity, share what
we're reading, and
discuss the book of
the month. 1-3 times
a month we gather in
public green space to
read as well.

Interested in learning
more about the
Greener Reader
book club? Click
here to learn more or
subscribe for the

What is Agronomy
and Why Study
Agronomy ?
Agronomy is the study of
agricultural dealing with
field-crop production and
management soil”
We live in a world of rising population, feeding
everyone entails managing
food production, and natural resources. This enables
farmers to improve efficiency.

Book Reviews and Recommended Reading list by Deb Aiken

Crossing the River with Dogs: Problem Solving for
College Students by K. Johnson, T. Herr, and J. Kysh
This book has been adapted from the popular high school
text that breaks down different ways to problem
solve. When problem solving, people often want to routinely work out the answer, but sometimes there is a
better approach. This book demonstrates how drawing a
diagram, eliminating possibilities, working backwards, and several other methods can lead to a clearer approach to problem solving. Each chapter focuses on
one problem solving technique and contains elaborate word problems and a
breakdown of how that problem solving strategy is helpful in obtaining the correct answer. Illustrations, equations, and detailed work is included. Each chapter ends with one or two problem sets, some classic problems, and then more
practice. Throughout the book, several problems keep returning as a reminder
that there is not always one way to solve a problem, and a different approach
may be easier or more comprehensive.

Join our “Family”! Find our
college accredited internship
program through WWOOFUSA.com. Live, learn, play,
and teach; gardening, aquaponics, entrepreneurship, cooking,
education, floral arrangements,
and more
Stay in Touch! (808) 239-6311
wnagc@yahoo.com 48-190
Kamehameha Hwy, Kaneohe,
HI 96744 Mon-Fri 9:30-5:00

Growing UP and Looking UP!
By Kathryn Hurd at Waihole Nursery & Gardens

Due to covid, our
Garden Bistro has
been closed for a
few months. We are
excited to responsibly REOPEN this
March following
CDC guidelines.
Come check our bistro with outdoor
seating, garden fresh
and local foods, and
an ocean view!

New Board Members!
Hawaii gifted association

Kathryn Hurd

M

Dyson
Cheek

Come gather& Play with
Hga!! As we Gather and
Grow!
Make a donation of $10 and
pick up an Herb seedling to
grow! Email, higifted@aol

P.O. Box 22475
Honolulu HI
96822
Www.higifted.info SEE NEW WEBSITE!!!!
Email[ higifted@aol.com
Board of Directors:
Christine Ohtani-Chang Pres
David Rockwood VP
Stacie Stanley Sec
Charlie Hui Treas.
Debb Aiken
Lena Gan
Byron Inouye
Sara Kay
Patrick Nishimura
Dyson Chee
Kathryn Hurd
Nic Voge
Advisory: Brian Housand

for details!
Coming in 9/1/21 LOOK UP theme,
help us see the Glimmer of Hope!

2021

Hga
The Hawaii gifted association is a 501(c) (3)
nonprofit whose mission is to enrich the lives
of the gifted and talented learners, educators,
parents and communities. Hga was first established in 1976 and found its roots with the
MENSA organization. During this period the
MENSA group offered direct services and outreach through their membership. Some years
later, Hga has evolved into a resource and referral source for the gifted and talented offering
consultation, assessment. Workshops and advocacy support.
Hga Scholarships are awarded annually every
fall to select individuals who demonstrate and
support excellence in their academic interest.
We are governed by voluntary members of the
Hga Board of Directors which contributes to
the mission and purpose of the association. Hga
is an Affiliate of the National Association for
Gifted Children (NAGC). More information is
available online at http://higifted.info or email
Hga at higifted@aol.com

ADVOCACY EFFORTS;Keep Knocking on the Door for the GIFTED AND TALENTED
Legislative Update by Hga Board Member Advocate ; Dyson Chee One of the many
Advocacy Comm.
Christine Ohtani-Chang
Lena Gan
Byron Inouye
Stacie Stanley
Dyson Chee

ways we can enrich the lives of gifted and talented learners, their parents, community and educators is through game-changing legislation. In the Hawaii State Legislature, there are numerous
bills being considered that will impact the gifted and talented community.
*One such bill is SB1287. SB1287 would require the DOE food services branch to coordinate
with the principals and vice principals of public schools to determine which school meal program
offered by the USDA is the best fit for the student body and campus of each school.
*Why is this important? Well, because of the COVID-19 pandemic and the suspension of inperson schooling, many students were also missing out on the meals provided at schools. Specifically, students living in rural areas were often not able to participate in the USDA Grab N' Go
program due to the far commute or lack of available transportation. If students are worried about
going hungry, they will have a harder time focusing on using their gifts and talents to benefit the
community.
*The good news is that SB1287 has passed the Senate and will now move on to the House,
making its enactment into law that much closer. NAGC Legislative Advocacy Network The

1.9 Trillion Stimulus Pkg. offering key provisions for college students and graduates. Top provision exempts students from paying taxes when they receive forgiveness and specifically those
carrying a 20 & 25 year forgiveness program. In anticipation it is hoped that this will provide a
vehicle for future benefit for cancellation of student loan debt. In addition nearly 40 Billion in
aid to colleges and universities “ closing a controversial loophole that critics send for-profit
colleges have capitalized on”
LAN Virtual Zoom Conference March , don't forget 3/19/2021, see NAGC.org website

As with everything in America, money
will determine
which children
and which
communities
come out of t

Study:
Academic
Acceleration
has No
Negative
LongTerm Effects on
WellBeing of
Gifted
Students

A recent longitudinal
study of gifted
students finds
that there are
no negative
effects on
their longterm wellbeing from
academic acceleration,
including
gradeskipping,
early graduation, and
more. Despite
some fears
that moving a
gifted student
to a more advanced group
of peers can
lead to possible adverse
consequences, this
research, publis
hed in the
Journal of
Educational
Psychology
from Vanderbilt’s Study of
Mathematically Preco-

Davidson Academy - One Unique School. Two Groundbreaking Campuses.
The Davidson Academy is a game changer for profoundly gifted students. The Academy’s classes group students
by ability rather than age, offering a middle and high school level curriculum that is matched to their abilities,
strengths and interests. Our unique approach to learning has attracted families from across the country and globe.
The Academy offers two educational options specifically designed to meet the needs of the highly gifted –
an online campus for those living anywhere in the U.S. and Canada and a school on the University of Nevada,
Reno campus for local residents. Both options are centered on a dynamic academic environment where students thrive among their intellectual peers.

Davidson
Young
Scholars

There should
be no ceiling
to your child's
education.
With
the Davidson
Young
Scholars
Program there
won't be. The
Young Scholars program
is free to profoundly gifted
students and
their families
and gives
them the opportunity to
connect and
engage in a
community
that understands their
needs. Families choose
their level of
involvement.
From individualized
support from
a family consultant, in-

STEAM Learning Experiences Through Purposeful Play
A Live Virtual Event presented on
Wednesday, September 30, 1 p.m. ET / 12 p.m. CT /
11 a.m. MT / 10 a.m. PT
As schools settle into new routines and afterschool programs adjust how they support their communities, it is even more
important to provide meaningful learning experiences that help build resilience. For 40 years, LEGO® Education solutions have been purposefully designed to increase student engagement and confidence for all learners—inside or outside of the classroom. LEGO Education solutions provide an environment that encourages students to develop and practice important skills, while keeping learning engaging and exciting.
Join this live, virtual event to hear a conversation with NAA Corporate Advisory Board member LEGO Education and
Gina Warner about STEAM learning experiences for youth that spark creativity, critical thinking, and build confidence in
learning through purposeful play. Contact for future information and events!

The commercial transformation of
America's schools

Private corporations have long found ways to market themselves to students. Digital technology has turbocharged their efforts. By Alex Molnar and Faith Boninger. Read more.

Federal policy and the push
to privatize education

Under Republican and Democratic administrations
alike, the federal government has encouraged the
outsourcing of
core parts of
public education’s
work. By
Patricia
Burch. Read
more.

Educatio
n+
Mone
y=
Freedom

As with everything in America, money
will determine
which children
and which
communities
come out of
this crisis intact and ready
for whatever
the world
looks like tomorrow. By
Maria Ferguson. Read
more.
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Last week,
we lost an
American
hero. Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, fondly
known as
RBG, was a
stalwart
champion for
women's
rights and
gender equality during her
tenure as a
law professor, judge,
and Associate Justice of
the Supreme
Court. Her
life's work
and legacy
are perpetuated by the
continued
activism and
advocacy
that she inspired. We
celebrate her
life, her service, and her
courageous
dissenting
voice with a
reflection on
her own
words and
stories from
her life and
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Last week, we lost an American hero. Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, fondly known as RBG, was a stalwart
champion for women's rights and gender equality
during her tenure as a law professor, judge, and Associate Justice of the Supreme Court. Her life's work
and legacy are perpetuated by the continued activism
and advocacy that she inspired. We celebrate her
life, her service, and her courageous dissenting voice
with a reflection on her own words and stories from
her life and others who continue to agitate the status
quo.
For any of the audio or ebook options, you can also
special order a physical copy of the book by
emailing orders@dashophnl.com.
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